Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK; $89.95; 155×235 mm; pp. 248;. The title appears impossibly broad for a book that is less than 250 pages and the size of a slim novel (I read it in a day) but the subtitle is spot on: "Key concepts for the FRCA". That is exactly what is presented here: pithy definitions, important principles, equations, simple line graphs. These latter graphs are the real strength of the book, as each one is as you would draw it in a short answer question or in a viva, with relevant values and a discussion of the salient points.
Since its original publication in 1983, the Handbook of Neuroanesthesia has undergone three major revisions, each after an eight-year interval. These regular updates have allowed the handbook to maintain its freshness and relevance, and given it an unusual prominence in the field of neuroanaesthesia for a publication of its small size. The individual chapter authors of the fourth edition are among the most recognised specialists in the field and this is reflected in the high quality of easily digested information. Each of the 19 chapters begins with a case scenario, followed by a definition of the problem, an outline of the pathophysiology and a discussion of management options. Chapters end with a section of "Key Learning Points". Authors provide a small number of selected references, not annotated in the text.
Core Cases in
The editors wish to provide a book for "dipping into" to encourage interest, discussion and further reading. They achieve these goals. Common matters are included (pre-eclampsia, diabetes, anticoagulation, haemorrhage, post dural puncture headache) and there are chapters on less common but important material (malignant hyperpyrexia, spinal surgery). Some rare conditions are also discussed, e.g. KlippelFeil syndrome. In the perspective of the aims of the editors and the other chapters provided, I was surprised that, for example, morbid obesity and pregnancy in the mother with congenital heart disease were not included.
The book is disappointing for a number of reasons. The detail in the chapters is uneven. The chapter on massive haemorrhage is surprisingly superficial for a common and life-threatening problem, whereas the chapter on Klippel-Feil syndrome, while interesting, is very detailed for this rare condition. The chapter on legal aspects of obstetric care is not particularly useful in the New Zealand context. The references are highly selective and in some chapters are not current.
The material provided in the common problem areas is insufficient for candidates studying for the Final FANZCA examination, and given the cost of this book I cannot recommend individual purchase. However, the editors' facilitation of further inquiry warrants its inclusion in department libraries.
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